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Introduction 
 

Dear second assessor, 

 

This document provides an overview of the main tasks of the second assessor throughout 

the research project. 

The student for whom you are the second assessor is either enrolled in the two-year 

research master programme, or in the one-year MSc programme. The (only) difference is 

that students in the two-year programme will spend more time on their research project.  

 
Programme 
duration 

EC for research 
project 

Previous experience 

Research Master 
2 years 
120 EC 

65 EC 
1820 hours 

Bachelor’s degree, no 
significant research 
experience 

Master of Science 
1 year 
70 EC 

28 EC 
784 hours 

Master’s degree, previous 
research experience 

 

The main task of the second assessor is to provide objective feedback and to ensure the 

research is of sufficient epidemiological nature. The second assessor is therefore not 

involved in the research. The research paper, along with the content of the rest of the 

programme allows our students to register a Epidemioloog A with the Dutch Association for 

Epidemiology (VvE). It is therefore important that the second assessor holds a VvE 

registration (either A or B).  

The paragraphs below explain the role of the second assessor for each component of the 

research project, and the timeline for this.  

If you have any additional questions about your role as second assessor, please contact the 

programme administration at osc.gs@erasmusmc.nl.  

  

mailto:osc.gs@erasmusmc.nl


 

Research project components 

 

Research proposal 
Main workload: February/March 

Students are assigned a second assessor after submitting their research proposal in 

February of their first year. Assigning students to second assessors is done by the Associate 

Programme Director (APD) of the student’s major, based on the topic of the student’s 
research project. The APD matches the student with a second assessor from a department 

related to the topic of the project.  

Once a student has been assigned, the second assessor will be linked to the student's 

research proposal in OSIRIS Case. The system will send out an email alerting the second 

assessor that a new task is waiting for them in OSIRIS Case. 

In OSIRIS Case, you are asked to do the following: 

1. Assess whether the proposed research project is of sufficient epidemiological nature. 

 This is necessary for registration as Epidemioloog A with the VvE. 

2. Provide feedback on the research proposal, on the following elements: 

- Objectives 

- Study design 

- Data collection procedure 

- Data analysis procedure 

- Time schedule 

Once you have completed this assessment, there are no additional tasks for you as second 

assessor until the midterm report. 

 

Midterm report 
Main workload: December/January (research masters) and late April (1-year 

programme) 

About halfway through their project, students are required to submit a midterm report: a 

progress report in which they elaborate on their progress thus far. For the students, this 

component of the research project also includes a presentation for their supervisor, but as 

second assessor you will only receive a written report on the progress. 

Students submit a written progress report (max. 4 pages excl. references and appendices) to 

OSIRIS Case. After that, the system will send out an email alerting the second assessor that 

a new task is waiting for them in OSIRIS Case. 

In OSIRIS Case, you are asked to do the following: 

1. Assess whether the student has shown sufficient progress to be able to adequately 

complete their research project before the deadline. 

2. Provide feedback on the midterm report, on the following elements: 

- Objectives 



 

- Study design 

- Data collection procedure 

- Data analysis procedure 

- Results so far 

- Potential issues 

- Additional points of attention 

Once you have completed this assessment, there are no additional tasks for you as second 

assessor until the final research paper assessment. 

 

Research paper assessment 
Main workload: June/July 

At the end of their research project, students hand in a research paper, including all required 

elements for publication in an international English-language scientific journal with a good 

reputation in its field. As an attachment to this paper, the student is required to add an 

integration paragraph describing their research project and their specific role in the research, 

as well as elaborating on the way the elective courses they completed contributed to their 

research project. The assessment of this paragraph is included in the research paper 

assessment.   

The research paper is the main product of the research project, and together with the 

student’s performance during their project it is the only part of the research that is graded 
with a numerical grade. 

The requirements for the research paper are as follows: 

 The paper should be entirely the student’s own work, despite collaborating with their 
supervisor and their research group. The student is expected to write all parts of the 

paper themselves. If the paper is submitted to a journal for publication, it is therefore 

likely that the draft version submitted as a thesis cannot be the same version of the 

paper as the one submitted to the journal. 

 The paper should include all required elements for publication in an English-language 

scientific journal with a good reputation in its field. This includes an abstract. 

 There are no set guidelines for the layout of the paper, but the student should use a 

consistent reference style, such as AMA or Vancouver style. The most fitting style to 

use will mostly depend on which style is most commonly used in the specific research 

field. 

In the event the research project culminates in multiple papers, the student is allowed to 

hand in a maximum of two papers. This can only be done under the following conditions: 

1. The papers are written under the guidance of the same supervisor; 

2. The papers are a result of the same research project and the topics of the papers are 

sufficiently related; 

3. The papers can be graded by the same assessors; 

4. The student has permission from both their supervisor and programme management 

to submit two papers. 



 

The student writes their draft research paper, including an integration paragraph that details 

the role of the student in the research process, and submits this in OSIRIS Case.  After that, 

the system will send out an email alerting the second assessor that a new task is waiting for 

them in OSIRIS Case. 

In OSIRIS Case, you are asked to do the following: 

1. Complete & submit the assessment form available. 

It is important to note that all parts of the form need to be filled out. This includes 

 written feedback for each component. Note that the completed forms are available to 

students after their grade has been confirmed by the examiner. Written feedback is an 

essential part of the process as this helps the student improve their research and writing 

skills for future work. 

In the event of a significant disagreement between the different assessors on the quality of 

the research paper (grade difference of 1.1 point or more), the examiner decides on a final 

grade that lies between the already assigned grades and replaces these grades. 

 

Defence [only for research master students] 
Main workload: July/August 

Students in the research master programme are required to defend their research paper 

during a meeting with their supervisor and second assessor. 

The defence lasts around 30 minutes and consists of a presentation by the student (10 

minutes) and a discussion (20 minutes). Afterwards, the assessors discuss the performance 

of the student and grade this. It is the task of the supervisor to submit this assessment in 

OSIRIS Case after the defence. 

Please note: 

- The defence session should be entirely in English. 

- In their presentation, the student focuses both on their research project as well as on 

the content of their integration paragraph. This means that the student also discusses 

the research process, including their role in data collection, skill building, etc. 

- The defence for Research Master students can only take place if all assessments of 

the research paper and integration paragraph have been submitted in OSIRIS Case, 

as these assessments should not be influenced by the defence. If the work is not 

assessed by 12:00 (midday) the workday before the defence, the defence will be 

postponed.  

 

OSIRIS Case 
NIHES uses the online tool OSIRIS Case for the research assessment procedure, for all 

programmes and majors. All assessors (supervisors, second assessors and members of the 

Clinical Research Advisory Board) have to register their assessment in OSIRIS Case. In 

order to log into and use this tool, assessors can use their microsection number and 



 

password. OSIRIS Case sends out an email when action is required in the research 

assessment procedure. More information about OSIRIS Case will be send out to all 

assessors before first use.  

  



 

Roles 
 

Throughout their programme and research project, students are supported and supervised 

by a number of people who each take on a different role. This chapter aims to provide an 

overview of the tasks and responsibilities for each role. 

 

Supervisor 
The supervisor is the main support for our students during their research project. Students 

perform their research project at the department of the supervisor and work together with 

them and other colleagues at the department to bring their project to a successful ending. 

The supervisor is the main point of contact for the student, as well as their primary assessor. 

They provide the student with adequate and useful feedback throughout their project, and 

help the student learn and grow.  

Although the main supervisor carries the final responsibility for the student and the 

assessment of their work, it is possible to assign a junior (or daily) supervisor who is more 

involved in the day-to-day supervision of the student. This junior supervisor does not have to 

meet the requirements that are set for the main supervisor (see chapter 'Select supervisor’), 
as long as the junior supervisor works under the supervision of the main supervisor. 

The guide for supervisors, with further information on their role and duties, is available via 

our website. 

 

Second assessor 
After submitting their research proposal, students are assigned a second assessor who 

provides them with feedback on each component of their research project. This is done from 

a distance – the second assessor is not involved with the research project itself. Second 

assessors are assigned by the Associate Programme Director of the student’s major based 
on the student’s research topic, and are chosen from a pre-compiled list of possible second 

assessors. 

The main task of the second assessor is to provide objective feedback and to ensure the 

research is of sufficient epidemiological nature. The research paper, along with the content of 

the rest of the programme allows our students to register a Epidemioloog A with the Dutch 

Association for Epidemiology (VvE). It is therefore important that the second assessor holds 

a VvE registration (either A or B).   

 

Associate Programme Director 
Each of the different majors in our programme has their own Associate Programme Director 

(APD).  

1. 10-minute meetings: During the first semester of their programme, each student 

meets with the APD of the major they have expressed interest in when applying for 

the programme. In this short meeting, the student and the APD discuss the student’s 

bookmark://_Select_supervisor/
https://www.nihes.com/about-nihes/downloads/


 

research interests. Based on this, the APD proposes a number of possible suitable 

supervisors for the student’s research project. In the case of students in the Clinical 
Research programme or major, the APD matches the student with one of the advisors 

from the Clinical Research Advisory Board who will in turn help them find a suitable 

supervisor. 

2. Examiner: The APD also plays an important role in the final stretch of the research 

project, as the APD acts as examiner for the research project. It is a requirement that 

all assessment in our programme falls under the responsibility of an examiner 

appointed by the Examination Board. This role is performed by the APD for two 

reasons: firstly, there are a number of requirements that examiners need to meet, 

which not all supervisors meet. Secondly, by being examiner for a larger number of 

students, the APD can get a better indication of the fairness and quality of the 

assessment made by the assessors. 

 

Advisor (Clinical Research only) 
One of the major differences between the Health Sciences and Clinical Research 

programmes, is that research performed by Clinical Research students often takes place in 

the clinic. To ensure that these students still have enough support in their research project, 

they are each assigned an advisor. These advisors are members of the Clinical Research 

Advisory Board, made up of clinicians who are also highly experienced researchers. 

The advisors provide secondary support during the research project, and act as second 

assessor for their students. Students in the Clinical Research programme are required to 

meet with their advisor a number of times over the course of their research project. 

The guide for advisors, with further information on their role and duties, is available via our 

website. 

 

Student 
Of course, the main role in the research project is held by the student themselves. The 

research project is their work, and it is therefore important to note that the student carries 

responsibility for this project and their functioning within the project as well. 

It is the responsibility of the student to keep track of what is required of them, including 

corresponding deadlines. The student is also responsible for proper communication between 

all parties involved, as well as for organizing timely meetings with their supervisor and, if 

applicable, advisor. 

Information on the requirements for their research project is provided to students via Canvas. 

If anything is unclear or the student runs into any issues, they should contact Team Graduate 

School at graduateschool@erasmusmc.nl. 
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